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Gold Medal for Dr. Suresh Sawanx

The Indian Society of Agricultural Engineers
awarded the prestigious Aspee India Gold
Medal for 2008-09 to Dr. S. D. Sawant for
outstanding contribution towards agriculture
machinery design and development. It is

privilege for BAIF to have Dr. Sawant as a
member of The Advisory committee of
BAIF led SRLS Maharashtra Project.
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BAIF had the privilege to organize the workshopimigr
February 10 and 11, 2010. Representatives from 11
consortia participated in the workshop. Dr. Mritfaya,
Dr. S. K. Puri, Dr. M. L. Mehta, Dr. Veerma
Dr. Veerbhadraiyya, Dr. A. G. Sawant, Dr. A. P.
Srivastava and Dr. Devendrakumar were the digeiari
present at the workshop.

Under the leadership of Mr. B. K. Kakade, CPI f&®RLS

Maharashtra and Vice President BAIF, the team
coordinated the workshop. Dr. N. G. Hegge
Trustee, BAIF and Mr. G. G. Sohan
President, BAIF were present for the
inaugural function. Representatives from
consortia presented the progress. It W
indeed an opportunity for cross learning ajil
discussions for further fine tuning
upscalable technologies.

While concluding Mr. Sohani expressggr= !
pleasure to BAIF for getting an opportunity { %iﬂl

host the workshop.
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A Proud Goat Keeper

Ravan Mahadeo Kamble from Pudiyal Mohada, a smal
village in Jiwati block of Chandrapur district, has
special affiliation for goats as they have beenrhgor

life support. For many years he earned his livelthby
taking other people’s goats for grazing. But now he
owns a herd of 19 goats. He no longer has to serv
others. “I had never dreamt of having my own hérd.
had only three goats a couple of months back, bwtin
have 19 of them,” states Kamble with a sense of
gratitude. Kamble owns five acres of land, whish i
non-irrigated and unproductive. He and his wife éhav
worked hard to meet the family needs and to rdie& four children. Despite adversities, they have
educated all their children. Because of his intaregoat rearing, Kamble was identified as ong¢hef
participants in BAIF's goat husbandry programmearidAIP-SRLS Maharashtra. In April 2009, he
received four goats and one buck of Osmanabadidbride has nurtured his goats with proper
attention and affection. He has built a shed feirtpbrotection. With two goats producing twins and
another one a triplet, the total number went up #&4thin a year, the number has risen from 8 to 19
Now with this herd, Kamble has something to cajsiéalupon. His impending expenditure needs
include college fees for his son and marriage of daughter. He feels confident to meet these
expenses through goats. However he is wary of usisgnvestment judiciously. “I will not sell the
goats for routine needs. It is wise to invest ianththan living by selling them off,” states Ravan
Kamble. He knows very well that income will follow
with proper tending and goats will give more when
they grow up. He knows that benefits would folldw |i
efforts are well placed.

BAIF's goat husbandry programme perceives goat$ as
an important source of livelihood for the poor. Apg
from providing quality goats and bucks, BAIF prossd
training on improved management practices. This
specially designed programme along with brded
improvement also includes vaccination, deworming
and nutritional supplementation. Due to this ongoin
support and guidance, the mortality rate is kemteurcontrol. Since goats are prolific breeders and
achieve sexual maturity at an age of 10-12 monlkiesy number can go up in a short span. Also the
gestation period in goats is short of about 15Gdayd the female can be covered again within 2 to 3
months after previous kidding resulting into thiddding within a span of two years. Similarly,
twinning is very common in improved breeds. They && sold for slaughter at the age of 12-15
months when their body weight is about 15-18 kgthig stage, owner can fetch a selling price of Rs.
90 to 100/kg live weight. Together this leads tbstantial increase in family earnings.
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