
A Proud Goat Keeper   
 
Ravan Mahadeo Kamble from Pudiyal Mohada, a tiny village in Jivati block in 
Chandrapur district, has special affiliation for goats. For they have been his major life 
support. For many years he earned by taking other people’s goats for grazing. But now he 
himself owns a herd of 19 goats and no longer has to serve others. He thanks BAIF-
MITTRA for their timely support and guidance in making him an autonomous goat 
keeper. 
 
“I had never dreamt of having my own herd. I had only three goats couple of months 
back, but now have total nineteen of them,” states Kamble with a sense of gratitude.  
Kamble owns five acre land, which is non-irrigated and unproductive. He and his wife 
have worked hard to meet family needs and to raise their four children. Despite 
adversities they have educated all their children.  
  
Because of his interest in goat rearing Kamble was identified as one of the participants in 
BAIF’s goat husbandry programme under NAIP. In April 2009 he received four goats and 
also one buck of Osmanabadi breed. Usually families get either goats or a buck. But one 
of the legs of the buck allotted for this village was a little injured during transportation 
and therefore no one was willing to take him. Kamble accepted him and took his care till 
injury was healed. He has nurtured his goats with proper attention and affection. He has 
built a shed for their protection. With two goats producing twins and another one a triplet 
total number went up fast. Within a year the number has risen from 8 to 19.  
 

Now with this goat herd Kamble has 
something to capitalize upon. His 
impending expenditure needs include 
college fees for his son who is doing a 
diploma in agriculture and marriage of his 
daughter. He feels confident to meet these 
expenses through goats. However he is 
wary to use this investment judiciously. “I 
will not sell the goats for routine needs. It is 
wise to invest in them than living by selling 

them off,” he shares his plan. Kamble knows very well that the income will follow with 
proper tending and the goats will give more when they grow up. He knows benefits would 
follow if efforts are well placed.  
 
BAIF’s goat husbandry programme perceives goats as an important source of livelihood 
for the poor. Apart from providing quality goat and buck BAIF provides training and 



guidance to goat keepers to improve 
productivity. This specially designed 
programme along with breed improvement 
also includes vaccination, deworming, and 
nutritional supplementation and market 
linkages. Since goats are prolific breeders and 
achieve sexual maturity at an age of 10-12 
months, their number can go up in a short 
span. Also the gestation period in goats is 
short and twinning is very common in 
improved breeds. Together this leads to increase in family earnings by 2-3 folds; as many 
like Kamble are experiencing.  
 
Efforts are also on to build linkages to effectively follow up and sustain inputs on cattle 
husbandry. BAIF is working in collaboration with Government department to organize 
village wise cattle camps every month. This helps government officers who are 
constrained with limited human resource, to reach out to all villages with BAIF and 
facilitate good practices of cattle rearing among the communities.  
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